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Cynicism  becomes harder to resist as we watch what feels like a collective moral failure unfold 

before our eyes. The latest European legislation on asylum and migration marks a troubling 

turning point. It calls into question principles at the heart of our rule of law that many of us 

had come to take for granted. History teaches us that such safeguards are never permanent. 

Today, it is clear that they are being steadily eroded.  

First, the legal barrier has been breached through the weakening of protections for the most 

vulnerable: foreigners. Yet, foreigners have often served as the testing ground for the erosion 

of rights, a way to gauge what the public is willing to accept. When the right to asylum is 

weakened, or when migration law is stripped of its safeguards, it is not only foreigners who 

lose protection. Our own rights are undermined as well. We should never forget that. 

Second, there is the barrier of language itself. Political rhetoric distorts reality and yet it is given 

the same weight as analyses derived from decades of rigorous scientific research. We have 

seen this with human rights. We have seen it  with climate change. Facts are challenged not 

with evidence, but with narratives based on fear and political interests.  

Amid this erosion of meaning, one principle still remains beyond dispute across society: the 

need to protect children and uphold their rights. Recent events have shown that much remains 

to be done, sparking a powerful wave of public mobilisation. And yet it was in this very context 

that Frontex published  ‘My Guide to Return’, a booklet intended to explain deportation to 

children!  

In this guide, deportation is depicted as a relocation, almost as an adventure. The illustrations 

are bright, colourful and cheerful. Perhaps No doubt we have AI deserves credit for such 

positive imagery.  

Let us read through the guide together:  

‘As you go on this journey, you’ll meet various adults. Their job is to help you and your 

family.’  

“Help”, really?  

Help: transitive verb. To support (someone) by offering assistance. ➙ assist, aid, rescue, 

relieve, support. (Source: Oxford English dictionary) 

Several years ago, we took in a little boy of about five and his mother. Her asylum application 

had been rejected. Day after day, the little boy drew the same picture on every sheet of paper 



made available to him: a house with a broken roof and shattered windows, a vase lying on the 

ground with flowers scattered around it, and large dark clouds overhead. He never spoke of 

the country he had left at such a young age. They had fled a war. His mother told us that his 

father had witnessed the murder of his own parents, their throats slit before his eyes, and had 

never recovered from the trauma. In their culture, the dead were not spoken of. So the child 

kept silent and drew.  

We can picture this guide being handed to this child in a detention centre or before boarding 

the return flight. Such a disconnect between bureaucratic language and human reality is simply 

heartbreaking. 

But let us continue. This is only the beginning.  

This is followed by a substantial section on children’s rights: 

‘Just like adults, children and teenagers have rights. Your rights give you the tools you 

need to survive and thrive, to protect yourself from violence and discrimination…’ 

Children do indeed have rights, which are enshrined in an international convention. But what 

are those rights worth when those responsible for upholding them fail to do so? 

Another child recently came to us. Born in France to undocumented parents, he has never 

known any other home. His mother visited our offices last week. She explained that she had 

fled a forced marriage and an abusive husband, and that her family would never forgive her 

for doing so. The birth of her son, out of wedlock, became a further source of threats. The 

child was regarded as a curse and blamed for the death of his aunt. 

This child has rights. Will those rights protect him  and keep him alive once he arrives in his 

mother’s ‘country of origin? Who will protect him from violence? Who will ensure his survival? 

Beneath the paragraph reminding the child that they have rights is an image of a father, his 

son and a police officer. This is followed by a list of the rights set out in the Convention on the 

Rights of the Child, accompanied by cheerful rainbow-coloured illustrations. 

The contrast speaks for itself.  

The guide then walks the child through the various stages of the return process, using  the 

simplistic  language of a mediocre children’s book. At the end of each section, a box entitled 

“resources” encourages the child to share their feelings with a trusted adult, assuring them 

that speaking about their feelings may help them feel better.  

Once again, the dissonance is difficult to ignore.  

After the notification, the process of registration is explained to the children: having their 

photograph taken, having their fingerprints taken ‘if you are older’. It should be noted here 

that fingerprints may now be taken from children as young as six years old. 

Notification, registration, potential detention. 



France has been condemned eleven times for detaining children in detention centres, a 

practice deemed inhuman and degrading, and therefore contrary to Article 3 of the European 

Convention on Human Rights. 

But the guide manages to present this stage almost as if it were a summer camp: ‘Before you 

and your family return to your country of origin, you may have to stay in a building with other 

families who are waiting to travel…’ Deportation thus becomes just another journey. The 

accompanying illustration shows children playing with a ball, while others are on the swings 

with their parents sitting on a bench nearby. 

What detention centre resembles a nursery? 

Cynicism and cruelty, dressed up as kindness. 

Next comes the moment of departure, and the booklet turns into a holiday workbook. The 

journey to the aeroplane will be made with escorts, and the child can try to guess the colour 

of their waistcoat, which will brighten up their uniform. 

We could give our children the rest of this booklet before their first flight: the large suitcase in 

the hold and the hand luggage, the toys or books they can keep with them. A proper holiday! 

At last, the future. 

With a new home (or perhaps not, but the guide does not say), a new school (or perhaps not, 

but the guide doesn’t say) and a new teacher, who might be nice. So what is this ‘might’ doing 

in such an idyllic setting?  

And finally, this extraordinary claim: ‘New things are always exciting. Don’t be afraid to 

discover new things. (…) You’ll be able to make new, friendly friends and discover new sweets!” 

The cynicism is breathtaking. 

On the back cover, Frontex invites anyone with comments to send them to the email address 

provided. 

After reading this guide, we wavered for a brief moment between disgust, resignation and 

anger. At this historic moment, as we witness an impoverishment of public debate and the 

erosion of the moral and legal safeguards upon which Europe was built, we cannot resign 

ourselves to this.  

We are sending you this letter so that it may never be said that citizens across Europe remained 

silent in the face of such cynicism and abject behaviour 

Yours faithfully,  

Premiers signataires individuel.le.s : ALBERSAMMER BONNET Valérie, ALOMBERT Claude 

(médecin psychiatre retraité), ARIAS Nicole (retraitée), ARNAUD Fanette (médiatrice littéraire), 

ASTUC Laurence (chercheuse CNRS), AUBRY Marie-Jeanne, BARLERIN Robert, BARNOUX 



Madiana, BAUDVIN Jules (citoyen du monde), BEAL Olivier, BENEY Jacques, BERTAND Fabienne 

(interprète bénévole), BORNIBUS Manuelle, BOSSUET Philippe (cadre dirigeant retraité de la 

fonction publique), BOUCHARD Bernadette (militante altermondialiste), BOURDEN Thomas 

(architecte), BOURGLAN Roland (bénévole Fondation pour le Logement), BOURGLAN Chantal 

(avocate honoraire), BRUN Géraldine (consultante santé publique), CADIOU Yvon (PDG), 

CADIOU Valérie (médecin généraliste),  CAMBLONG Margaux (chargée de projet), CARRIÓN 

Cayetana, CARTON Annie (formatrice et enseignante), CHABERT Brigitte (bénévole association 

Alynéa), CHAIX ROBERT Frédérique (psychothérapeute psychanalyste), CHAMBON Bernadette, 

CHAMPAVERT Philippe (médecin psychiatre), CHARNAY-HEITZLER Christine, CHAUDOT Claire 

(intermittente), CHEBBAH Mary (artiste enseignante), CHEBBAH-MALICET Laure (Politiste), 

CHENAIN Chantal, CLEMENTE Odile, CŒUR Mathilde, COFFY Ludmilla (éducatrice protection 

de l’enfance), COUMERT Chrystèle (professeur de yoga), CRAMPEL Magalie (thérapeute), 

DAGONEAU Jean-Marie, DANON Sophie, DARBON Caroline (enseignante retraitée), DAVIET 

Olivier (psychologue), DE KOCHKO Patrick (co-fondateur Emmaüs le Maquis), DEBAAR Anne, 

DEBRAY Valentine, DELEGLISE Sylvie (enseignante), DELORME Bénédicte (infirmière), 

DESJONQUERES Sylvie, DIA Modou (statisticien retraité), DOMENECH-ROUSSEAU Martine, 

DUFOUR Elisabeth, DUGAS DU VILLARD Ghislaine, DYON Véronique, EL MAHSOUN Geneviève, 

EYNART MACHET Véronique (enseignante FLE), FAYNEL Jérôme (responsable associatif), 

FERJANI Chérif (Professeur des universités retraité), FOURMESTRAUX Françoise (citoyenne 

française), FRERY Marie-Noëlle (avocate), GACHET André (président de l’AMPIL), GACHET 

Etienne (auteur), GACHET KUBICKI Eliane, GAILLARD Eva, GAILLARD Perrine, GARABOUT 

Isabelle, GARABOUT Christophe, GASSIN Marie-Catherine (militante associative), GASSIN 

Bernard militant associatif), GAUNET-MINGARDON Marie-Odile, GAUTERO Jean-Luc, GILLOT 

Pierrette (enseignante), GLASMAN Dominique, GOOSSENS Coline, GUERRAZ Evelyne, GUERRY 

François (bénévole association Alynéa), GUIGOU Eliane (militante droits de l’enfant), GUINOT 

Alype, HENGEN Danielle (militante associative), HIEN François (auteur et metteur en scène), 

HUGON Suzanne (militante associative), HUISSOUD Catherine, HUISSOUD-GACHET Marion 

(responsable associative), HUISSOUD-GACHET Bernard (retraité), HUISSOUD-GACHET Antonia 

(étudiante), JOURNET-DIALLO Odile (ethnologue retraitée), JOURNET François (médecin 

psychiatre retraité), KARAS Frédéric (secrétaire régional CGT FAPT Alsace), KOLTCHAK Gérard, 

LE FRANC Janine, LECOLLE Michelle, LECOLLE Sarah, LEFEVRE Céline (salariée dans l’insertion 

professionnelle), LEGAUT Jacquelline (médecin psychiatre retraitée), LELIEVRE Claire (militante 

associative), LEONARDI Jean (fils d’immigré), LEVY SARFATI Camille (pensionnaire à la Villa 

Médicis), LIAROUTZOS Olivier (retraité), LOUET Claudie (sage-femme), LOVERY Hélène 

(médecin généraliste), LUXEREAU Catherine, LUXEREAU Philippe (médecin retraité), MADDUX 

Brooke (médecin psychiatre), MALICET Lise, MALICET CHEBBAH Hanna, MALICET Gwenola, 

MARQUIS André (éducateur spécialisé), MARQUIS Aude (enseignante), MARSOL C, MARTIN 

Fabienne, MASSAR Vincent (enseignant formateur d’enseignant), MAZIN Hélène (Chercheuse 

en Sciences sociales), MESTRE Claire (médecin), MEUNIER Frédéric (responsable associatif), 

MIGNON Françoise (enseignante chercheuse), MIRAND François, MIRAND Chloé 

(fonctionnaire), MIRGALET Christine, MISSIRE Régis, MONTAGNE Geneviève, MONTIGNON 



Claie (enseignante), MOREL Chantal, MORK Irène, PAQUETTE Louise (comédienne metteure 

en scène), PAQUIENT Marie-France, PEREVERZEFF-ROMAN Nadia (militante associative), 

PERRET Cécile, PLANTIVE Jean-Paul, PONS Ramells, PROUVOST Marie (responsable Pastorale 

des Migrants Nantes), RAITIF Tatiana, ROBIN-SOLLIER Véronique, ROMAN Gérard (militant 

associatif), ROSAURO Maria (institutrice retraitée), RUEHER Michel (professeur émérite en 

informatique), SAMBUC Anne-Marie, SCEMAMA Claudette (militante associative), SCHEK 

Nicole, SCULIER Béatrice, SLIMANI Catherine, SOUWEINE Guillaume (médecin généraliste), 

TABARDIN Françoise, TACKELS Bruno, TERESTCHENKO Michel (philosophe maître de 

conférence émérite), VERLAINE Isabelle (auteure metteure en scène), VRIGNON Catherine 

(psychologue), WENDER Thomas (directeur d’association), YVON Catherine, ZAKHARIA Katia 

(professeur honoraire des universités et psychanalyste) 

 

Premiers signataires associatifs : PasserElles Buissonnières (Lyon), Emmaüs Roya, Collectif 

Lautre Cantine (Nantes), Fond Riace France, Le Group’ (Lyon), Collectif 113 (Marseille), Maison 

de l’Hospitalité (Martigues), Maison Jeunes Migrants, Collectif Le Pont (Martigues), Cent Pour 

Un 06 (Nice), RESF 06, ROSMERTA (Avignon), Sous le même ciel, UTOPIA 56, ADA (Grenoble), 

Jamais Sans Toit (Cahors), Association Ethnotopie (Bordeaux), Ados sans frontière (Uzès), 

TOJUEBI, LaTrame, Tous citoyens !, Association de soutien 59 Saint Just (Marseille), Habitat et 

Citoyenneté (Nice), MAJIE (Montpellier) 

Would you like to sign up? Please send an email to 

contact@passerellesbuissonnieres.org 

 


